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Terence Tao is a Professor of

mathematics at UCLA. He
has won numerous honors

and awards. In 2007 he was
elected as a Fellow of the
Royal Society. In 2006, he received the Fields Medal for his
research in number theory.
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A few days ago, inspired by this recent post of Tim Gowers,
a web page entitled "the cost of knowledge" has been set
up as a location for mathematicians and other academics
to declare a protest against the academic publishing
practices of Reed Elsevier, in particular with regard to
their exceptionally high journal prices, their policy of
"bundling" journals together sothat libraries are forced to
purchase subscriptions to large numbers of low-quality
journals in order to gain access to a handful of high-quality
journals, and their opposition to the open access movement
(as manifested, for instance, in their lobbying in support
of legislation such as the Stop Online Piracy Act (SOPA)
and the Research Works Act (RWA)).

have been documented in a number of places; this wiki

[These practices

page, which was set up in response to Tim's post, collects
several relevant links for this purpose. Some of the other
ommercial publishers have exhibited similar behaviour,
though usually not to the extent that Elsevier has, which is
why this particular publisher is the focus of this protest.]
At the protest site, one can publicly declare a refusal to
either publish at an Elsevier journal, referee for an Elsevier

journal, or join the board of an Elsevier journal.

(In the past, the editorial boards of several Elsevier journals
have resigned over the pricing policies of the journal,
most famously the board of Topology in 2006, but also the
Journal of Algorithms in 2003, and a number of journals
in other sciencesas well. Several libraries, such as those
of Harvard and Cornell, have also managed to negotiate an
unbundling of Elsevier journals, but most libraries are still

unable to subscribe to such journals individually.)

For a more thorough discussion as to why such a protest

is warranted, please see Tim's post on the matter (and the
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100+comments to that post). Many of the issues regarding
Elsevier were already known to some extent to many
mathematicians (particularly those who have served on
departmental library committees), several of whom had
already privately made the decision to boycott Elsevier; but
nevertheless it is important to bring these issues out into
the open, to make them commonly known as opposed to
merely mutually known. (Amusingly, this distinction is also
of crucial importance in my favorite logic puzzle, but that's
another story.) One can also see Elsevier's side of the story
in this response to Tim's post by David Clark (the Senior

Vice President for Physical Sciences at Elsevier).

For my own part, though I have sent about 9% of my papers
in the past to Elsevier journals (with one or two still in press),
I have now elected not to submit any further papers to these
journals, nor to serve on their editorial boards, though I will
continue refereeing some papers from these journals. As of
this time of writing, over five hundred mathematicians and
other academics have also signed on to the protest in the

four days that the site has been active.

Admittedly, I am fortunate enough to be at a stage of career
in which I am not pressured to publish in a very specific set
of journals, and as such, I am not making a recommendation
as to what anyone else should do or not do regarding
this protest. However, I do feel that it is worth spreading
awareness, at least, of the fact that such protests exist (and
some additional petitions on related issues can be found at

the previously mentioned wiki page).
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