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On the First Part of the Tsinghua Bamboo Text
“Zhougong zhi qinwu”

CHI Hsiu-sheng

Department of Chinese Literature, Chinese Culture University

The first part of the Tsinghua bamboo text “Zhougong zhi qinwu” [ [
0 0O O was probably composed after the power was returened to King Cheng,
following the pacification of the rebellion of the Three Supervisors. Thus it
was not a poem composed by a minister of the Duke of Zhou to admonish
him. At this time the state was still not fully established, and the ministers of
the Duke of Zhou dutifully obeyed King Cheng, not concerned by his past
mistakes. Their feelings of loyalty and sincerity are conveyed vividly by the
text. This article employs both philological word studies and reorganization
of its sectional divisions, and concludes with several proposals for the

reinterpretation of key terms in the text.

Keywords: Tsinghua bamboo strips, Duke of Zhou, King Cheng, “Zhougong

zhi qinwu”



